
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hope everyone had a wonderful time over Christmas and New Year’s with family and friends. The past few years have
been very difficult over the festive season due to covid. It seemed like the holidays were getting back to normal times,
and then “wham” a major winter storm with high winds two days before Christmas. The storm created chaos for travel
plans, by rail, air and land. Many celebrated Christmas after December 25 th. 

Although, our Thunderbirds have been stored away over winter, it is not the time to forget about them. This is the
opportunity to do those major/minor repairs or restoration projects that you have been putting off. I started a minor
upgrade on one of my Thunderbirds that I thought would be fairly simple. It turned out to be not as simple as I thought
(mostly  because  I  created  the  problem)  and  could  have  delayed  my  start  to  the  cruise-nite,  car  show  and  SOTC
Thunderbird season, had I not started the upgrade earlier.

The editorial staff received an email from Gisele and Larry Lemelin, telling us how much they appreciate the effort that
we put into the Thunder News publication.  Their  comment is  that we are  spot on with the newsletter.  We really
appreciate their comments. Sometimes I wonder, do our members really read the “Thunder News”, as there is very little
feedback from our membership. 

I am reaching out to our members. Dave and Helen Sawchuk have graciously held Tech Day for many years. They feel
that this is the time for another member to take over this event. We are looking for someone to host our first event of
the year, that being Tech Day which is held in May.  If you would be interested in hosting this event, contact one of the
executive members and we can guide you.

SOTC Spring Meeting: From time to time we change the location for either the Spring or Fall Annual Meeting. Some of
the executive members have to travel further distances to attend these meetings, if they are always held all in London.
Changing locations gives executive members a break from travelling a greater distance. Also this gives SOTC members
the opportunity to attend one of the meetings, if it is held in their area. However that is rarely the case as members
seldom attend these meetings.

Hamilton/Niagara Region Co-ordinator, Fred Foster has arranged for the spring meeting to be held in Burlington.

SOTC Meeting, Sunday, March 19  th  , 1.30 p.m.,   Brant Hills Community Centre, Burlington Public Library, 2255 Brant St.,
Burlington.  Directions: Exit 430 from London or QEW from Toronto onto Brant Street, North. Travel north on Brant
Street to 2255 Brant Street. Building is set back from the street with a lawn sign, right side. There is ample parking. Enter
the building through the front door and then enter the library and ask for the Mountain Garden Room. No excuses, this
will give you the opportunity to meet our executive and we look forward to seeing new faces at this meeting.

Congratulations: To the 4 winners of the draw prizes for early renewals before December 31st. They will receive $50.00
Shell gas cards.

I am looking forward to seeing you in the 2023 Thunderbird season.

Thunderbird – The new adventure in elegance

Dan




